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MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
United States Patent AppUeatton 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated betow next to my 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the originali first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if phiral inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: FLUID COUPUNQ 
VALVE ASSEMBLY 

The specification of which 

a. ^ is attached hereto 

b. Q was filed on as application serial no. and was amended on (tfapplicable) (in the case ofaPCT*filed application) 
described and cbimed in intemational no. filed and as amended on (ifany),vdiich I have reviewed and for viAiiGh I ^ 
^niled States patent 

^Aeieby state Aat I have reviewed and understand die contents of die above-identified specification, tnchiding the claimsi as amended by 
Siy amendment refened to above. 

: us 

"J hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19/365 of any foreign application(8) for patent or inventor's 
=Mtificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventoi's certificate having a filing date before 
ydat of die application on die basis of which priority is claimed: 

^.Q no such applications have been filed. 
Ib.^ such applications have been filed as fi>nows: 



^ FORSIGN APPLICATION(S>, IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIOIUTY UNDER 35 USC I 


119 


ycOUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(dsy,8Metb.mr) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, moth, ytar) 










n AIXPORE 


IGN APPLICATION(S)» IF ANY, FO 


JED BEFORE THE PRIORfTV APPUC 


lATIONCS) 


COUNTRV 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, yctr) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, mantht year) 











I hereby claim die benefit under Tide 3S, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as die subject matter of each of die claims of diis application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in die 
manner provided by die first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Cade of Federal Regulations, § 1 .Sfi(a) yMA occurred between die filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing dateof diis application. 



VS, APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILmG (day, moath, year) 








STATUS (kiatealed, pending abandancd) | 



I hereby cbim die benefit under Tide 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional qsplication(8) listed below: 



vs. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATB OF FILING (D^f. Month. Year) 


60/2S6406 


18/DECEMBER/2000 


60/305096 


13/JULY/2001 
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I acknowledge the duty to disclose infoimation that is material to the patentabOity of this application n accordance with Tide 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § LS6 (leprmted below): 

§ 136 Ottty to disclose Infomutlon materinl to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its veiy nature is affected with a public interest The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evahiates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each uidividual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing wiUi the Office, which inchides a duty to disclose to die Office alt information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defmed in this section. Tht duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or wibdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or witiubawn from consideration need not be submitted if die information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under considemtion in the application. There is no duty to subnwt information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose aO information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if aU mlbrmatton 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued m a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to die Office in die manner 
prescribed by §§ l.97(bHd) and 1.98. However, no patent wiU be granted on an qiplication in connecdonwifliw^ 
was practiced or attempted or die duty of disclosure was violated flirough bad fiutfi or mtentional misconduct Tlie Office encourages 
^ applicants to carefully examine: 

O (1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counteipart application, and 

fU (2) the closest information over which individuals associated widi die filing or prosecution of a patent application 

yl^elievc any pending claim patcntably defines, to make sure diat any material information contained dieiein is disclosed to die Office. 

: (b) Under diis section, mfbrmation is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
^ing made of record in die application, and 

: . (I) establishes, by itself or in combination widi odier infmnation, a prima ftcie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

fgr 

^ (2) It refutes, or is inconsistent widi, a position die applicant takes in: 

^ (i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability lelied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima &cie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
prqwuderance of evidence, burdea-of-proof standard, giving each term in die claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent widi die 
spccificatoon, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a oontiaiy oonchision of 
patentabuity. 

(c) Individuals associated widi die flliqg or prosecution of a patent appHeation witUn die meanirig of diis section ar«: 
(1) Each inventor named in die application: 

9) Bach attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

• . J J-^) ^^'Vi P*™*" " substantively involved in die preparation or prosecutim of die application and who is 
associated widi die mventor. wtdi die assignee or widi anyone to whom diere is an obligation to assign die application. 

(di ^''«>»»>«ofl««*«»fl»attoniey, agent or inventor may comply widi diis section by disc^^ 
attorney, agent, or mventiv. 

(e) fa ■^«»t>nuation-in-part application, die duty under tiiis section includes to^ 

^ ^ !? ^ °?!f^ ^ patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of diis section, which became available between 
die fihng date of die pnor apphcation and die national or PCT intematiowd filing dateof die cootinuation^in-pait appHcation^ 
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I hereby appoint the following attoiney(8) and/or patent agent(8) to prosecute this qipUcation and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark OfTice connected herewifli: 



Albrecht,JohnW. 

AllgM. Jeffer 

Altera, Allan O. 

Anderson, Gregg L 

Datzli, Brian H. 

Beard, John L. 

Benis> JohnM. 

Branch, John W. 

Brown, Jeffrey C. 

Bniess, Steven C. 

Byrne, Linda M, 

Qmpbell, Keith 

Carlson, Alan G. 

Gaspers. Philip P. 

Cli£ford,JbfanA. 
|JCook, Jeffrey 
rPaignault, Ronald A. 
p6aley, Dennis R. 
^aulton, Julie R. 
OleVnes Smith, Katherine M. 
UBiPietro,MaikJ. 
nioscotch, Matthew A. 
UdeU, Robert T. 
^ppRyan,Sandfa 
jGlance, Robert J. 
TGoff, JarcdS. 
^,^Eev^ Matthew J. 
i@olla. Charles E. 
l6onnan, Alan O. 
^uld, JohnD, 
.^liegson, Ridiard 
iir^ens,JohnJ. 
'Hamer, Samuel A. 
Hamre, Curtis B. 
Harrison, Kevin C 
Hertzberg,BitttA. 
HiUson. Randall A. 
Holzer, Jr., Richard J, 
Hope, Leonard J. 
Jardine> John S. 
Johns, Nicholas P. 
Johnston. Scott W. 
Kadievitch, Natalie D. 
Kaseburg, Frederick A, 
Kettelberger, Denise 
Keys, Jeramie J. 
Knearl, Homer L. 
KowaIchyk,AlanW. 
Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 
Lacy, Paul E. 
Laison, James A. 



Keg* PiO, 4U,4ol 


Leonard, Omstopher J. 


Keg. MO. 40,J37 


Liepa.MaraE. 


Keg. no* /'? 


LuKUiuist, Tunotiqf A. 


Keg. pto. 2e,ozo 


Lown, JeanA. 


Keg. Pio« ^x,70U 


\^4m..XSaU 1^a.2_^ W 

Mayiield, Denise L. 


Keg. XNO. 4/,OiZ 


McDonald, Daniel W. 




X#aTm*««»a T* 117j11.'A.M B 

Mclntsrre, Jr., Wiliiam F. 


KCg. iNO* 4 1,0 J J 


Mitchem, M. Todd 


KOg. no. 4 1,04 J 


Mueller, Doughs P. 


Reg. No. 34,130 


Nelson, Anna M. 


Reg. No. 32,404 


Paley, Kenneth B. 


Reg, No. 46,597 


Parsons, Nani^ J, 


Ham VT^ AC a 

Reg. No, 25,959 


Pauly, Daniel M. 


Keg. no« Ji,227 


Pnulips, John B. 


Keg. no. JU,247 


Pino, Mark J. 


PniT Ma Aft l(AO 

ivog. no. <t6,o't7 


Prendergast, Paul 


Keg. no. ^3,705 


Pytel, Mebssa J. 


Dam XTn lA OtkA 

Keg. no. ,}4,7!r4 


Qualey, Teny 


D^ff Ma 1AA\A 
Keg. no. JO,414 


Reich, John C. 


Keg« no. 4z,i j7 


Reiland, Earl D. 


P«ra Ma 10 TAT 

KCg. no. 2o, /u/ 


Samuels, Lisa A. 


PA<r Ma P-Afi OCT 

Keg no. r-4o,V3 / 


Schnuutz, David 0. 


Bam VTa 1A t Opi 

Reg. No. 20,187 


Schuman,\faikD. 


Reg, No. 39,667 


Schumann, Michael D. 


PoA Ma At\ £f\fi. 

Keg, no. 4U,o2U 


Scull, TunodiyB. 


Paa M«% >lit Tf< 

KCg. no. 44, /lO 


. Sebald, Gregory A. 


PdM<v Ma A4 IK 

KCg. no. 


Skoog,MaikT. 


P*» Ma OA flO< 

KCg. no. xo,oyo 


Spelfanan, Steven J. 


Ppcr Ma 111 

ivcg. no. jo,*tfZ 


^ ^ --^ A a —A p^ 

Stewart, Alan R. 


P#>o Ma 1 & 

KCg. no. io,zzj 


StoU*DeBell, Kixstm L. 


Pm<* Ma ^1 QAil 

KCg. no. 41,oU4 


Sullivan, Timo% 


P A«* Ma 11 1 1 T 

KOg. no. 33,112 


Sumner, John P, 


Pa* Ma ^£ TCil 

KCg, NO. 46,754 


Swenson,ErtkG. 


Reg. No. 29jlo5 


Tellelcson, David K. 


Reg. No. 46,759 


Trembath, JonR. 


Baa VT^ ^^A 

Reg, No. 42,660 


TBnhein(i,MbiciaA. 


Reg. No. 31,838 


UnderfaiU, Albert L. 


ir» _ ^A ^^A 

Reg. No. 42,668 


VandenboT]^ J. Derek 


Reg. No. 44,774 


WahLJohnR, 


Reg. No. P-48,83S 


Weaver, Paul L. 


Baa, %.Ta Atk AAf 

Reg. No. 48,995 


Welter, Paul A. 


RejE. No 39 721 


wnq^s, onan 


Reg. No. 34,196 


Wbttaker,JobnE. 


Reg. No. 47,695 


Wier, David D. 


Reg. No. 33,924 


WtUiams, Douglas J. 


Reg. No. 42.724 


Widiers, James D. 


Reg. No. 21.197 


Witt,Jonelle 


Reg. No. 31,535 


Wong, Thomas S. 


Reg. No. 36,848 


Wu,Tong 


Reg. Na 38.946 


Young, lliomas 


Reg. No. 40.443 


ZeuU, Anthony R. 



Reg. No. 41 >U) 
Reg. No. 40,066 
Reg. No. 40.701 
Reg. No. 48.428 
Reg. No. 33,732 
Reg. No. 32,044 
Reg. No. 44.921 
Reg. No. 40,731 
Reg. No. 30.300 
Reg. No. 48.935 
Reg. No. 38.989 
R«g. No. 40.364 
Reg. No. 40.123 
Reg. No. 37.206 
Reg. No. 43.858 
Reg. No. 46.068 
Reg. No. 41,512 
Reg. No. 25.148 
Reg. No. 37,703 
Reg. No. 25,767 
Reg. No. 43,080 
Reg. No. 39.828 
Reg, No. 31.197 
Reg. No. 30,422 
Reg. No. 42,137 
Reg. Ko. 33.280 
Reg. No. 40.178 
Reg. No. 45,124 
Reg. No. 47.974 
Reg. No. 43,164 
Reg. No. 47.981 
Reg. No. 29,1 14 
Reg. No. 45,147 
Reg. No. 32.314 
Reg. No. 38,344 
Reg. No. 42.189 
Reg. No. 27.403 
Reg. No. 32,179 
Reg. No. 33.044 
Reg. No. 48,640 
Reg. No. 20,890 
Reg. No. 43,261 
Reg. No. 42,222 
Reg.No.P-48,229 
Reg. No. 27,054 
Reg. No. 40,376 
Reg. No. 41,980 
Reg. No. 48.577 
Reg. No. 43.361 
Reg. No. 25.796 
Reg. No. 45.255 



Kpiesented nnless/imtU I instnict Mecduwt & 

I understand that the execution of (his document, and the grant of a power of attorney, does not In iteelf establish an attomey-clieiit 
relationship between the undersigned and the law fiim Merchant & Gould P.C,. or aqy of ita attorneys. 
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Pteasedliect^UlPor^spomlenccinft^ 



Merchant* Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
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;?Stobetnie;andfurthertta^ 

punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Se^on » ™ 
5iSj!^^ the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon, 




FiUNtme 
Ofbnrtator 

RcsidcDce 
ACittientlrfp 



FanilyName 
deCler 

Stilhifrtcr 
Poit Office Addrfsi 
2405 Periwinkle Avenue North 
Staiwatef, Minnesota 55082 



Pint Given Name 

Stale or ForelgQ Country 

Minneiota 



Second GIvca Name 

Country of ClUieiublp 
United Stales of America 
SUte & Zip Code/Coontry 
Minnesota. 55082 
United State of America 
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